Playground Upgrade Near Completion

If you have driven by the intersection
of Osawentha Drive in the Hamlet of
Lewis in the past three months, you
most likely noticed the playground.
New equipment which is safe and
user friendly has been installed by
the Town of Lewis Playground Com-
mittee. The Playground Committee
invested a great number of hours in
meetings and fund raising to bring
this new playground to fruition. For
their work in this endeavor the Town
Board extends their sincere thanks
and a debt of gratitude. As most
committees go, the Playground Com-
mittee was no different. There were
differences of opinion on what to
purchase and how much should be
spent. The committee was able to
overcome these differences by dis-
cussion and compromise. | think
when compromise occurs, good re-
sults are the outcome, not only in the
project, but in human relations as
well. Fund raising covered about 80
percent of the total cost of the play-
ground upgrade. As this is an evolv-
ing process there will be future
changes to the playground as funds

are raised. It is anticipated that a small
pavilion, sandbox and some handi-
capped equipment will be installed
next year. After the playground was
opened in September with the new
equipment, it was very gratifying to see
the number of parents with their chil-
dren using this space. The Lewis
Town Board and Playground Commit-
tee would like to thank all of those or-
ganizations and individuals that helped
in the fund raising by personal dona-
tions or attending the various events,
such as the BBQ, carnival or buying
raffle tickets. Without your support the
Town could not have pulled this off. In
the near future there will be a plaque
that will recognize personal donations
placed in the Town Hall.

Words to Live By
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USDA Water Bond Paid Off

The residents living within the Water
District will see a significant de-
crease in the bond and interest por-
tion of their 2011 tax bill. The rea-
son for this results from the Town
paying off the long term interest
bearing water bond. Revenues

generated within the water district
since the public safety building
opened allowed the Town of Lewis to
pay off this bond thereby saving over
the remaining term of the bond a total

of $42,000 in interest payments . Long

range planning for the water district
can now occur as we move forward.
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Town Board Adopts 2011 Budget

water district will be $4.06, down $.43 over
2010. The rate inside the water district
will be $4.19, down $.79 over 2010. Em-
ployees and elected officials with the ex-
ception of the Supervisor and Councilman
received a 3% wage increase. The Town
Board worked hard on this budget and de-
serves appreciation. All in all | am ex-
tremely pleased with the budget and would
like to thank all of the employees of the
Town of Lewis for their professionalism
and dedication during this budget process.
| am also pleased that the Lewis Fire Dis-
trict presented a budget with a zero in-
crease.

The Lewis Town Board approved the 2011
Town budget at their November meeting.
The increase in this budget was about %2 of
one percent over the 2010 budget. With
this said, the tax levy, the amount that is
paid in taxes, decreased. This decrease
will result from additional revenues and be-
ing more conservative with appropriations.
The Town Board deserves much credit for a
budget that will see a 10% reduction out-
side the water district and an 18% reduc-
tion inside the district. The 2011 tax rate
per $1000 of assessed value outside the

Milholland Park Upgrade

Milholland Park located along County Road the County Planning Department to apply

10 about ¥2 mile east of the Post Office was for a grant on the Town®6s b
given to the Town of Lewis in memory of vide for an upgrade to Milholland Park,
Vida and John Milholland. It was their wish which will include a parking area, safer

and desire that the property be dedicated entry and exit to and from the park, and a

and used as a public park and playground for
recreation by the residents of Lewis, espe-
cially the children. This property is the only
day use public picnic facility with fishing ac-
cess in the Town of Lewis. It is the goal of
the Town Board to restore this facility to its
once prominent and desirable picnic and
fishing site for the residents of Lewis and
tourists alike and providing another dimen-
sion, that being a system of hiking trails that
can be used year  -round. The Town Board re-
cently passed a resolution to permit the

bathroom facility. In addition, the north
side of the river will be opened up by a
bridge that will permit full use of the prop-
erty with a system of trails that will in-
clude interpretive signs that reflect the
nature and history of this park. Future
plans may include incorporating the Mil-
holland Park trails with trails located in
the Thrall Park area. It is our goal to pro-
vide the opportunities for our residents to
get out and enjoy their own backyard with
the benefit of promoting healthy life
styles.
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Dog Licensing i Local Law 1 of 2010

The purpose of this local law is to adopt the amendments to Article 7 of the New York State Agriculture
and Markets Laws, Part T of Chapter 59 of the Laws of 2010 to provide for the licensing and identification
of dogs. Part T of Chapter 59 eliminated the dog licensing function from the state and put the burden on
the local governments. Procurement of new municipal dog tags as well as the tracking and issuance of
license renewals will be the responsibility of local government currently authorized to issue licenses. In
order to offset the costs associated with this requirement, the Town of Lewis will be adopting a local law
that will increase the cost of dog licenses to offset the requirements of the change. A Public Hearing will

be held on December 14

th

at 6:45PM at the Town Hall to allow for a public response. It will be proposed

that the cost of a license for a spayed or neutered dog will be $5.00 of which one dollar by law will be
sent into the State Comptroller for deposit in the animal population control fund. The cost of an unaltered
dog will be a total of $12.00, with a required three dollars from the $12.00 forwarded to the State Comp-

troll er. Pl

ease r

emember that

al

dogs

over the age

issued without proof of rabies vaccination, required by section 2145 of the Public Health Law An unli-
censed dog in the Town of Lewis will be a violation of Local Law 1 of 2010 and may subject the owner to
civil or criminal penalties. Questions regarding the changes to the licensing of dogs can be asked of our

Town Clerk J

ames
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or the

Townods

Dog Control

FULL COLOR NEWSLETTER CAN BE FOUND ON TOWN WEBSITE

www.lewisny.com
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At a recent gathering in Albany
Charlie and Sharon Martin were
recognized by Senator Diaz,
Chairman of the Senate Aging
Committee and Jeff Dinowitz,
Chairman of the Assembly Aging
Committee for their outstanding
contributions as Senior Citizens.
The Martins are very involved in
their community, church, fire
department and are always al-
ways willing to step up to assist
those in need. As a follow up to

nos

Recogni zed
tions
this presentation

were publicly thanked at a
Human Services Committee
meeting at Essex County for
the work they have done. It
should be noted that Patty
Bashaw was instrumental for
writing their nomination and
knows first hand the work
the Martinds
munity. Over the years even
when Charlie worked for
NYSE&G and Sharon taught
first grade in Ausable, they
were heavily involved in

do

f

t

or
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civic and church volunteer posi-

tions. The
dren and four grand children.
Thank you Sharon and Charlie!
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Supervisor 0s

is what politics should be all about and |
truly hope that service is what | will be re-
membered for in time to come. What | want
is for Lewis to grow and prosper, a town
that our residents can be proud of, a desti-
nation that people come back to. The his-
tory of Lewis is rich with sacrifice and hard
work by those who have come before us.
We should expect no less from not only our
town employees, but all residents who call
Lewis their home. We need to be proud of

Message

taxes, complaints regarding maintenance code
violations have been the most prevalent during

my time as Supervisor. The Town Board has
initiated certain changes that we anticipated
would help to create some relief in mainte-
nance code violations, but to date we are not
seeing the expected results. Our Codes En-
forcement Officer has issued two appearance
tickets for violations and it is expected that he

will continue to enforce the Maintenance Laws

within the town. Is the Town Board satisfied?

Conot

Fr

our heritage, and part of our responsibility No, I dondt believe that we are an

as residents is to keep our property from to urge our residents to be self compliant and if
this then the

these locations in the Town are. As | drive used. The Lewis Town Board understands the

becoming an eye sore. It is no secret where doesndt work l ocal ¢

around the township and notice the proper- town has a responsibility to be pro -active in the

ties that have become degraded by choice enforcement of the codes, but this can be diffi-
it sickens me to think that people choose to cult when we have a part time Codes Enforce-
live this way. This is not a matter of eco- ment Officer for one half day a week. Please do

nomics, but rather a way of life. I under- your part by taking a look at your property to

stand that we all have individual rights but see if there is something you might be able to
when these rights infringe on the rights of do that would alleviate conditions that are obvi-
others or creates a situation that puts oth- ous code violations. If you are not sure or
ers in danger, there needs to be some kind might need some kind of help, please contact
of response or remediation that helps to the Town Hall. We are in this together, coop-

mitigate the infringement. Other than eration is the key to success.

This is a reminder that the Town of Lewis has con-
ducted a Town Wide Dog Census in 2010. If you have a
dog and no contact has been made with you, please
contact the Town Hall at 873 -6777. This information is

used to determine appropriate vaccination and license

information for dogs.
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Elizabethtown Lewis Youth Commission News

The Elizabethtown -Lewis Youth Commission continues to work hard to provide the youth of Lewis and Eliza-

bethtown with quality educational and recreational programs. We recently concluded our youth soccer pro-

gram. This year we had a record high sixty -three children between the ages of four and twelve. The Youth

Commission would like to thank all of the volunteers, coaches, players and parents for yet another very suc-

cessful season. Wedre currently hard at work getting our annual
Registration will continue through the month of November and practices will begin in December for grades K -

6. Forms are available at the town hall for anyone needing to register. After the new year, children in grades 3

-6 will begin playing games on Saturday mornings against neighboring towns.

Also coming this winter is the long -awaited return of our skiing program at Whiteface Mountain. Mr. Doug

Spilling has worked diligently volunteering his time to develop a framework for the program. Though the final

details are still being worked out, more information will be available in early December and skiing will com-

mence in January. Transportation will be available to and from the mountain and the program will be open to

children of all ages and their families. Wedre currently working
newly structured program. Look for more information in the near future!

Other Youth Commission programs available throughout the year include: our six -week summer program,
youth baseball and softball, a relatively new running program, archery program, the boy scout education se-
ries (which made its debut last winter), as well as various field trips!

More information about the Elizabethtown -Lewis Youth Commission and its programs can be obtained by con-
tacting Paul Pulsifer at 873 -2682 or via email at youth_commission@hotmail.com. You can also check the Val-
ley News for updates or visit us on Facebook. Registration forms and game schedules are always available on

both the Town of Lewis and the Town of Elizabethtown website. We welcome your comments, ideas or sug-

gestions for new programs. Our Board meets on the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm in the Elizabeth-
town Town Hall. All meetings are open to the public. (written by director Paul Pulsifer)

Page 6 Summer/Fall



Lewi sd0s Ol dest

Lewis recently lost a special person who held the distinction of
being the oldest resident in the township. Lee Whittemore was 98
years old when he left us, taking 98 years of history, experience,

R ¢

C

service, friendship and family I|life from
life was devoted to his family and he believed that the mark a per-
son makes by giving back to others is more than a symbol but it is
the essence of a personds |ife, what they
be remembered for. Lee believed in service to others and this be-
lief took him into the realm of local politics. He served as Highway
Superintendent for the Town of Lewis and in 1949 Lee was elected
to his first term as Town Supervisor and held this position for an-
other 7 terms, making him the longest serving supervisor. During
his tenure as Town Supervisor, Lee was chosen by his peers on the
County Board of Supervisors as chairperson. Upon leaving politics,
Lee continued his service to the people of Essex County as the
Essex County auditor and purchasing agent. Lee also served on
the Elizabethtown/Lewis School Board for a number of years. Lee was a very giving person, not only of his time, but
his resources as well. He has provided for the First Congregational Church of Lewis and gave the land for and as-
sisted in the building of the Mt. Fay Fish & Game Club. | first met Lee in 1968, when | was invited to hunt with a
group at the John Hathaway camp on the Seventy Road. Lee was the consummate hunter, teaching those of us with
less knowledge, the ways of the whitetail deer. He was also the chief cook in camp and many a meal he prepared
that was oh so good. For many of us it is the memories of people who have touched our lives that sustain us after
they leave our lives. Lee will be remembered and have a place in the history of the Town of Lewis.
Out of the Past
Two fires within seven days destroys a Lewis landmark
The Lewis Hotel which was located on the the first fire a week before were staying at
lot on the north side of the intersection of her parentds home next to the hot
Route 9 and the Fox Run Road was de- departments from the area responded, in-
stroyed by a fire in October of 1961. The cluding Lewis of which Steve Vargo was the
Lewis Hotel, owned by Steve and Millie Fire Chief. In the end, the insurance com-
Vargo, was a gathering place for many resi- pany declared it a total loss and the re-
dents of Lewis and Elizabethtown to sit mains were removed with the intentions of
down to a meal or have a couple of drinks. rebuilding. Even though plans for a new
As | have been told by some of the older building were to be drawn up by Elizabeth-
Troopers of that time, the food was excellent town Builders, the hotel never materialized.
and the Vargods treatedt t hem v erStevewi tell me one time after | moved to
seems that early on a Sunday morning in Oc- Lewis that the community of Lewis showed
tober of 1961 the Vargods dog, Gbmu@tesuppdtlpldnding him equipment
Millie with her barking. The Vaghdpfodding fadd foehls family.
Page 7
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P.O. Box 59
Lewis, New York 12950

Phone: 518 -873 -6777
Fax: 518 -873 -2372
E-mail:
supervisor@lewistownhall.com
website: www.lewisny.com

TOWN OF LEWIS

FOOTHILLS OF THE ADIRONDACKS

It is hard to believe that another
year is coming to a close in my
tenure as your Town Supervisor.
It seems that when we are young
we tend to measure our longevity
in decades and as we reach mid-
dle age or older we start to look
at our life in shorter periods.
2010 for me has been interesting
and rewarding in many ways.

Your Town Employees

Name Position
David H. Blades Supervisor
Donna Bramer Assessor
Dana Canavan Court Clerk
Andrew Cassavaugh Highway

Wilma Crowningshield

Dep. Tax Collector

Phone Number
873-6777(W)
873-6777(W)
873-3204(W)
873-6455(W)

873-6740(H)

Kevin Denton Highway/Water 873-6455(W)
Sandy Denton Dog Control 873-6567(H)
Stephen Denton Councilman 873-9204(H)
Susie Ewald Clerk to Supv. 873-6777(W)

Catherine Flinchum Tax Collector

Willis Gates Landfill
Crystal Gowdy Court Clerk
Brian Gough Highway

Eldred Hutchins
David Lansing Codes Officer
Irene Lavigne Landfill
Charles Martin Councilman

Charles Moisan Health Officer

James Monty Councilman
Carol Pierce Court Clerk
James Pierce Town Clerk
Tim Pierce Town Justice

James Pulsifer Town Justice

Robert Sweatt Councilman
James Welch Highway
Supery

Highway Supt.

873-2646(H)
873-2299(W)
873-3204(W)
873-6455(W)
873-6455(W)
873-6777(W)
873-2299(W)
873-2698(H)
873-6340(W)
962-4737(H)
873-3204(W)
873-6838(H)
873-3204(W)
873-3204(W)
873-9842(H)
873-6455(W)
I SOr os
This is not to say that there were
not some moments when | won-
dered if what | was doing at both
the Town and County level really
mattered in the larger scheme of
things. It probably is human na-
ture to have such thoughts at
times. | believe that what is im-
portant is being true to our own

values and not putting on a fa-
cade to impress others. Service

Continued on Page 5
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